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A Study on the relationship between housing estates with cruciform buildings in New York

and Le Corbusier
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Summary

In New York, there are many housing estates with cruciform
buildings. These are sometimes told in relationship with Corbusier,
and are told that they realize Corbusier’s ideas in “Ville Radieuse”.
The author researched the relationship between them and Corbusier.
The author surveyed some of them, and examined Corbusier's
writings and books on Corbusier. And following points were
suggested. When Corbusier visited New York for the first time in
1935, he made efforts to appeal his ideas of "Ville Radieuse" for
authorities, but his initiatives were unsuccessful. And these housing
estates were under the influence of an architect William Lescaze
who was so called “Corbusier in America”. These housing estates
did not aim to realize the Corbusier’s Ideals which determined the
layout of urban functions and their densities and transportation
system. Cruciform plan was adopted many predecessors in America.
It was suggested that cruciform housing buildings and “Tours dans
un parc (Towers in a park)” layout have been widely adopted in
mass housing as an American solution to obtain ample floor area

with certain living environment economically.
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No. H £ RN ST BhRE . | TRERTER|  BEK F# | BEan | EHE
1 | Williamsburg Houses NYCHA Brookln 9.45 I 4 1,620 171.4 1936-38
2 [Queensbridge Houses NYCHA Queens 20.03 * 6 3,140 156.8 1939
3 | Park Chester Houses Metlife Bronx 52.2 'I'r.' 13 12,271 235.1 1939-42
4 |East River Houses NYHCA Harkem 4.76 -l-" 6,10,11 1,158 243.3 1941
5 |Riverton Houses Metlife Manhattan 5.26 = 13 1,232 2342 1944
6 |Stuyvesant Towns Metlife Manhattan 29.14 = 13 8,757 300.5 1943-47
7 | Alfred E. Smith Houses NYCHA Manhattan 8.80 » 15,16,17 1,931 219.4 1953
8 | East River Housing Corporation ERHC Manhattan 5.26 == 21-22 1,672 317.9 1955
9 |La Guardia Houses NYCHA Manhattan 432 X 16,17 1,094 253.2 1957
10 |Seward Park Cooperative sponsored UHF | Manhattan 3.9* == 20 1,728 4433 1959
11 | Polo Ground Houses NYCHA Harlem 6.13 x 13 1,616 263.6 1968

RIS A A k7, NYCHA: New York City Housing Authority, UHF: United Housing Foundation, *[X| EFHHIC X 2 R &
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