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Abstract

In this paper, we took up a representative women's magazine of the era into consideration, the Fujingahou,
and decided to investigate about “interior decoration” (Shitunai-sousyoku) as the term most similar to “inte-
rior design’ . In the timespan we investigated, the word “interior design” had not yet come into use. Using
the magazine Fujingahou (1906.7~1944.4), we investigated all articles referring to interior decoration or
“Shitunai-sousyoku’ .

In this article we analyze the references to walls, interior fabrics, furniture, interior ornaments found in the
magazine. As a result of this investigation, we conclude that westernization of interior design of in middle-
class homes Japan began with the introduction of the western-style furniture and the decoration of the west-
ern-style window.
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