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Promoting the Parentocracy through Educational Reforms:
The Mechanism of Class Stratification in Osaka City

Yuya Tanaka

This paper discusses the influence of educational reforms on the parentocracy and the class stratifica-
tion arising therefrom, with Osaka City as a case study. In Osaka City, the parentocracy has been pro-
moted by the public release of National Assessment of Educational Ability results by school, the school
choice system, and the use of English-language qualifications (external certification) in high school en-
trance exams. The progress of the resulting class stratification is furthered by the interaction among the
stages of residential area choice, school choice (including private and national schools), and entrance
exam preparation (acquisition of English qualifications).

Keywords: Choice of residential area, National Assessment of Educational Ability, school choice system,
entrance exam reforms, English qualifications



