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for men of e est wip men of pe west, as it were vnder pe same
partie of heuene, acordese more in sownynge of spech san men of
e norp wip men of pe soup;perfore it is pat Marcii, pat bee men
of myddel Engelond, as it were parteners or pe endes, vunderstonde
bettre pe side langages, Norgerne and Sougerne, pan Norgerne and
Sougerne vnderstonde eiper oper.

Trevisa

Abstract

The aim of this paper is to study the language of VThe Floure and the Leafe (an allegorical
poem of 595 lines in rhyme royal) in the literary dialect of London English at the latter half of
the fifteenth century.

After scrutinizing of various linguistic characteristics of this work my conclusion is that this work
had a considerable influence on the development of standard English.

1 Verbs

1. 1. RE:H
1. 1. 1. BRO-SIBEBNTHS.
{-e}. rehearse(205), here(37), passe(62), devise(97), seke(234), gesse(525), etc.
{-¢}. sing(94), behold(286), meet(301), bestow(359), comfort(385), pray(414), etc.
1. 1. 2. ER®D {-en}. 2
To springen here and there in field & in mede —(9)
Though he would all day prien to and fro(68)
1. 2. BRAERFH (- E50
1. 2. 1. FBRO{-eIZBEHTHS. :
{~e}. sleepe(17), mervaile(22), heare(39), deme(81), speake(140), assaile(366), etc.
{-¢}. trow(62), stond(90), aspy(108), pray(118), sey(135), tell(140), etc.
1. 2. 2. 3AR-BE-BECERI {-(thoXFERINTVS.
When that Phebus his chaire of gold so hie



G

Had whirled up the sterry sky aloff,

And in the Booke was entred certainly:
When shoures sweet of raine discended [s]oft
Causing the ground, fele times and oft,

Up for to give many an wholesome aire,
And every plaine was clothed faire

With new greene, and ®maketh small flours :
To springen here and there in field & in mede-
So very good and wholesome be shoures k
That it renueth that was old and deede

In winter time---- (1-12)

I sie where there came singing lustily

A world of ladiés;but to tell aright ‘

‘Their great beauty, it lieth not in my might,
Ne their array; (136-9)

And after that, within a little throw,

The wind began so sturdily to blow

That down goeth all the floures everichone

So that in all the mede there laft not one, (361-4)

And she ayen, in right goodly manere,
Thanketh her of her most friendly cheare, (419-20)

The lady of the Leafe hath one ‘ysent

For a parfray, after her intent,

Araied well and faire in harneis of gold,

For nothing lacked that to him long should. (424-7)

For one leafe given of that noble tre
To any wight that hath done worthily,
And it be done so as it ought to be
Is more honour then any thing earthly. (526-9)

. BROBERH

. 3.1 EER» {-en}

With braunches brode, lade with leves new,
That sprongen out ayen the sonne shene(33-4)

Perceive all tho that yeden there without(71)

. 3. 2  were

Some of laurer, and some ful pleasantly
Had chapelets of woodbind, and sadly
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Some of Agnus castus Pwere also
Chapelets fresh. But there were many of tho(158-61)

1. 4 B/EHF : ’

1. 4.1 £BE#F (oA ~
To right apleasaunt herber, well ywrought(49)
That they in greene without had in ybe-(375)
The lady of the Leafe hath one ysent(424)

1. 4. 2 HECBFOBESFANLEBE {—e(n) } TH B BITERI G
Under the which the grasse so fresh of hew
Was newly sprong----(30-1)
A mighty spheare, ful sharpe ground and kene. (258)

{B L—#ic {been}ix {be} & W CEL I N 5.
And at the last a path of litle breade
I found, that greatly had not used be, (43—4)
For underneath there might it wel have be(308)

The savour eke rejoice would any wight
That had be sicke or melancolius(313—4)

{done} DEEMEH{do} MER IR TV 5.
And for to sing they painted hem both as sore
As they had do of all the day before. (447-8)

1. 5 BB LEFEE LTERINTS {shape(n)} GBE5 )
And shapen was ‘this herber, roofe and all(64)

---whose heavenly figured face
So pleasaunt was, and her wele-shape person. (166-7)

1. 6 SREOEEEE (for-}, {to DR
For it forgrowen(=overgrown)was with grass and weede(45)
Forshronke(=shrunk completely)with heat; the ladies eke tobrent(358)
Thogh that they shuld their harts all fo—tere(=tear to pieces) (488)

2 Verbals

2. BYAEF BFEOE®R+ {Hing)
2.1 10F%E25DARTHEERAI. LA ULBREE LTUIBRAREE L ¥ 572 [ U T ‘superfluous’
AIEFREE HAIhTWhiL.

beginning (124), garnishing(25), gardering(411), justing(292),

longing (437), seeing(299, 415), shining(332), springing(25),
thundering (192), writing (589)
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2. 2 BfEST:EE+ Hngd (RERTRFEECLAIRTNS.)

2.

3.

3.2

3.

3

1

3

according(112), annointing(410), awaiting(22, 382), bearing(173),
brenning (408), causing(5), comforting(123), comming(196), dauncing(183431),
disguising (276), enclining(316), guiding(230), hanging(211),
harkening (127), joying(92), keping(554), lasting(551), passing(96),
persevering (548), plaining(320), riding(251, 505), saying(421),
sitting (141, 145, 380, 431), wringing(406), unconning(591)
RIEzd

2. 3. 1. {To-inf}. (29 FI({E L{FABEIEREIL 24))

behold (286, 296), comfort(377, 385), dry(406), fold(446), go(392),

here(353), hew(404), honour(578), keep(379), know(453), make(63, 385, 403),
me (e)te (456, 301), pray(404), purvey(429), say(563), seeke(549), sene(157),
sing (437), soup(417), springen(9), square(404), take(438), tell(137), seke(234)

2. 3. 2. {For to-inf}. [(11 ) ABhEEL 10)

be(116), ease(378), give(6), hauke(538), here(37), hunt(538),

pley(538), refresh(413), sing(347, 447), tell(459)
B ETERL LTHAWOALBAD RO 2BEOELEY R LTaks, BRELHERIT
bR, BT pic{for to-inf.}DFaaim)>e{purpose) ¥ T HRICH 5 WO E
HZRRULNDD, FTRETHEBDTHEMIE LD THS L, Xk b<{position) b ZEH T
WmEOHEHA EDERIIFED L.

3 Auxiliaries

should
should (X 10 [B], shuld (X 1 EfFERA IR T\ 5.
As though it should have departed the sky(193)
So that they should have felt no grevance(311)
Thogh that they shuld their harts all to-tere(488)
FEEH they DM 3 6, T d should BERINTV5.
®could
EEFO {(could IR INTE LT, R D {coud}, {couth}D 2¥rRDdbI 5.
coud
If her voice perceive coud any where(42)
So rich a field coud not be -espide(75)
It was more pleasaunt then I coud devise(97)
Who fairest was, who coud best dance or sing(188)
And at the last, as evenly as they coud(278)
Must her befall, as I coud most humbly(461)
couth
And 1, that couth not yet in no manere(39)
And forth, as I couth, most humbly(585)
do
Fil SR 0EE L MR T 5o OFMBER & LTo{do} & ilE, BRIEAREDOLD
CRHOGBRICH D TH B0 HEEBITI.
(F&iz Chaucer (ZEERICIC R\ T DK {do} & F )
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With cloth of gold and furred with ermine
Were the trappours of their stedes strong,
Wide and large, that to the ground did hong. (243-5)

4 Adjectives
WS- & ERORBIBREEO L L £ R UTHAH, P double comparison (periphras-

tic mode of comparison)2ZZD 5 5.

Me thought that I heard voices sodainly,
The most sweetest and most delicious

That ever any might, I trow trewly(128-30)

I thank you now, in my most humble wise(567)

5 Pronouns

AF A
BLAERER T Chaucer L 1ZIERI U TH 5D, 3 AHBERCERNREDLRS.
. 1.1 Otheir(42 F) (E¥ERHE:)  ther(24l), there(1 f1)
in their clockes white(207),
hundred persons at their own plesance(309)
so worthy of ther hond (482)
chapelets on ther hed(484)
there guiding they did so manerly(230)
. 1. 2 her(44l), hir(3 #i)
---the prety tender floures
Had lost the beauty of her fresh coloures(356-7)

And she come riding by hir selfe alone (458)‘ ;

. 1.3 “They’ ®%H#% & LC{them} & {hem} "B X AT v, BEE & LT 12:23 CHEIERRY
%\, ©{hem}iX OE{heom} i H13k+ % & C{them} L R HIEFOETH 5. 16 g i
{colloquialism) & B X 5 X 5iclc » 74y, ME TiiHfED» 5 EE & LT (literary) iEfH It
FiR4E : ‘

2.1 {—self(MNIEC OB L TEREZIND.

my self(22), my selfe(469),

her selfe(165), hir selfe(458)

Wherefore 1 mervaile greatly of my selfe,
That I so long withouten sleepe lay;(22-3)

But one there yede in mid the company
Soole by her selfe---- (164-5)

And she come riding by hir selfe alone(458)
Unto the Leafe, and I my selfe am one(469)
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How darst thou put thy self in press for drede?(592)
5.2 2 BRAKRAONKEL LTOAROMNE EMFERNLHR) s AL BRD.
~ The goldfinch eke, that fro the medill tree

Was fled for heat into the bashes cold,

Unto the lady of the Flower gan fle,

And on.hir hond he seét him,.as he wold, (442—5)

---and on the sate grasse
I set me downe----(117-8)

. 3 OBLRIAER
5. 3. 1 that=what
With new greene, and maketh small flours
To springen here and there in field & in mede-
So very good and wholsome be the shoures
That it renueth that was old and deed
In winter time, ---(8-12)
5. 3. 2 the which
Under the which the grasse so fresh of hew(30)
In mid the which they found a tuft that was(342)
5. 3. 3 BARFOAM
On every trumpe hanging, a broad banere
Of fine tartarium, were ful richely bete—(211-2)
<were)> DENICERE Owhich) N ERE I T\ 5.
—#ic ME Cit X <A U585 C, Chaucer £D{EFHTH Bt 5. = D Wceonstruction i1
EModE 25| EELSMBEDHEA IR T 5.

6 Impersonal construction

.1 ZOBXIIOE D MERAFTERINIALME 75 L 2EFR L, AfEMcd 1AL
Robhiz. L LIABEX I~OBMBRORRE LTI EK L, BREYBFORC
H U 5 Bh 5. [AREMICET thought’ &5 KRB ev. BlLcdbos LTI
deme(81, 12)235%5. Zhiz 0% WEBIELFBRCERRINTELELELB LTIV ]

it you please

--and if that it you please

To go with me, I shall do you the ease(391-2)

. 2  me thought

Which as me thought was right a plesaunt sight(36)

Whereof 1 had so inly great pleasure
That as me thought 1 surely ravished was

Into Pradise----(113-5)

With voice sweet entuned and so small,



The Floure and the LeafeD#3E

That me thought it the sweetest melody(180-1)

For as me thought, among her notes sweete
She said Si douce est la Margarete. (349-50)

Me thought that 1 heard voices sodainly,
The most sweetest and most delicious
That ever any wight, I trow trewly,
Heard in their life---- (128-31)

7 Conjunctions

(DPleonastic that: & % /c¥fean & A LEHAIRS.
After ‘bicause’

And for bicause that she a maiden is(473)

After ‘how’

And how that he that was a conquerour(510)
After ‘if’

‘Madam’ guod I, ‘if that I durst enquere’ (463)
After ‘sith’

Sith that it hath liked your beaute(494) -

After ‘thogh’

Though that they shuld their harts all to—tere(488) -
After ‘till’

Till that their lives there asunder brast (49Q)

After ‘what’

What that these knights be, in rich armour(496)
after ‘when’

When that Phebus his chaire of gold so hie(l)

. When that 1 heard, not fer of, sodainly,

So great a noise of thundering trumps blow(191-2)
 After ‘where’

' Where that they yede the sick fast annointing(410)
After ‘why’

And why that some did reverence to the tre(498)

If 1 durst aske what is the cause and why

That knights have the signe of honour

Rather by the leafe than by the floure?(544-6)

After ‘which’

And every lady then, anon right,

That were in white, one of them took in grene

By the hond; which when the knights had sene, (397-9)
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CF )

8 Miscellaneous constructions

1 an eight foot or nine(31)
D4 thousand pound(248)
(fout), <pound)& $HE CRBELERTHEAIN TS

8. 2 An hundred persons(309)
8. 3 And tho that breare bowes in their hond

1.

Of the precious laurer so notable,
Be such as were, I woll ye understond,
Noble knights of the Round Table,
And eke the Douseperis honourable;
Which they beare in signe of victory—
It is witnes of their dedes mightily. (512-8)
517 7B ® ‘which’ D FEATFL 513 /7 H @ ‘laurer’ TH 5.
DX 5 e BEIIER W awkward TH B DATe B3, incongruous TH 5.

. 4 {-thing}

any thing(417), every thing(569),
no thing(234), any where(42),
¢f. nothing(229, 347)

. 5 class cleavage(adnoun)

by many—fold (120), by manyfold(96, 120) (3 & XBTCHEH)
of new(319)
on hye(222)

Notes

SIASETXTD A Pearsall(ed),
The Floure and the Leafe and The Assembly of Ladies(Manchester University Press, 1962)
X%, (Italics mine. {HL, p.7 1.3(350)1xE< ]

TEBARFHEOARIE L 1598 551 Thomas Speght 23 M4BERE L T\ AME—DF * A M ICER L THRA L
DBBRATH 5. ,

Geoffrey Chaucer DEFEDOFIC AN bR, BREEZCh - THOFEL Riixh, FMEIh T
Jz. Dryden, Pope, Hazlitt & KX\ 7 2FBE2F L 7, Keats iIZZFE - Tix, Sonnet D 1 2Txk- T\
BALTHB. A7e< &b 1870 51143 Chaucer Canon & LUK @b, HORBOEEFL W
bl La L 1878 FFd Skeet DHETHRIC X » T, ZH T TOFEMITE X, Chaucer HirTEEH L,
anonym &/ WHELES.

L2sL Z @ 2 fRicid Chaucer (B % \ % Lydgate) & & U { U L FizE, HHLRHOLRHOTHS.

. loose /s C, maketh DEFE I first—stanza ® 4 17 B @ raine(sing. ) 7c D 7> shoures (pl. ) 7c D HFEE

Lasic\nds, XEOHN B AL raine EBIRT 5 HAHRTHS. ME T2 OBOBEIINT D
Hbb.

. T 1500 FFEE F T OERES F 0 ER IR T e, BEL X S0 H s\ A8 pear, tear D —

HoBFROBEHI IALDLE Vbbb,

. 1 shal rehearse, so as I can, a lite(205)

In all the pleasure that I can or may (393)
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(may d B & LCHEHIRTV5.)
5. And as I sat, the birds harkening thus,
Me thought that I heard voices sodainly,
The most sweetest and most delicious
That ever any wight, I trow trewly,
Heard in their life, ---(131)
Z @ their (% text 22 H A TH L EE D his DFHKRER L T\ 5. = OO ML Shakepeare IZ b A
bhab. IH6, 1. 1.83, Oth, 1II.iii. 66. etc.
6. Partridge, A. C. Tudor to Augustan English p. 34 v
7. (F)HPEZCRERALTL 0 L BMERAREFAOH RN TH - 1cdd, 17 HHFELIREEHR TR LT
(ISR
8. Cf. Mustanoya, T. F. A Middle English Syntax. Part 1, pp. 192-206
‘the which’ (ZItLEFHEHEF I L\t s (Cursor Mundi TR IN TV %) BREL — Mk
THTHD. —FWO%EIL7 7 v AEOlequeDictK - 7 & 5 5 BB T hB7\ . ModE iZ7z -
T FHFEHE IR TV (B 2 1E Shakespeare) 17 R ENSRBECFE L .
10. With hym ther was a PLOWMAN, was his brother Chaucer(GP, 529)
I have a brother is condem’d to die. Shakespeare, (Meas. 1II. ii.33)
11. Cf. Franz, W. Shakespeare-Grammatic p. 430
12. Tell’n —I’ll take @ thousand pound. Hardy(Tess)
13. an hour (288) > 5 % T hundred D<h)iL silent TH - L HEINS.
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