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The Krupp ‘Arbeiter Siedlung’ of the 1870s -1

On the details and pioneering attempts of Nordhof and Schederhof
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Summary

In the early 1870s, the Krupp company faced a severe
housing shortage for its workers. Not satisfied with what
the private market could offer in terms of rent and quality,
the company set out to build their own housing estates.
Nordhof (154 units) was built to the north-east of the factory
in about 7 months, and Schederhof (772 units) to the south.
Both estates had temporary two-story wooden houses and
permanent brick houses. In addition, they included urban
facilities such as schools, retail facilities, and parks. As with
the factory and school premises, the “Comprehensive design
system for estates” provided access to the buildings from
passages in the sites rather than directly from the roads.
The “Zeillenbau” (parallel layout) in which almost the same
buildings are regularly arranged in parallel was adopted
before the housing estates of the Weimar era. Nordhof was
a gated community because of its surroundings. These
features have been considered to reflect the utilitarianism

and practicality of the engineer A. Krupp.
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