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Educational Policies of Women’s Universities at a Crossroads:
A Quantitative Analysis of University Brochures

KINNAN Saki'’, SHIMIZU Kokichi®’

Abstract :

This study aims to understand the current overall landscape of women’s universities and the
diversity of their educational policies by analyzing information obtained from university brochures and
basic university data, while focusing on the attributes and various characteristics of these institutions.
Multiple correspondence analysis revealed that these policies are characterized by two axes: the
breadth of educational goals and reforms (comprehensive vs. focused) and the type of educational
approach (global/excellence-oriented vs. local/liberal arts-oriented). Notably, university attributes and
characteristics showed clear associations especially with the second axis, which represents the type of
educational approach.

Specifically, traditional large-scale universities with stable enrollment rates and high academic
rankings emphasized developing global talent, leadership, and problem-solving abilities while actively
implementing reforms such as internationalization and department expansion. In contrast, newer
small-scale universities with lower enrollment rates and academic rankings focused on locally-oriented
activities and emphasized cultivation of cultural refinement, intellect, and human character. Some
universities, particularly those of medium scale, maintained a balanced approach between these two
orientations.

Furthermore, regional differences were evident along both axes: along the first axis, universities
in Western Japan showed a tendency toward focused educational policies while those in Eastern
Japan were more comprehensive. Along the second axis, institutions in Kanto and Hokkaido/Tohoku
regions tended toward global/excellence-oriented approaches, while those in Kyushu, Okinawa, and
Tokai regions showed more local/liberal arts-oriented tendencies.

These findings suggest that women's universities, standing at a crossroads, are not monolithic
institutions but rather are pursuing diverse roles by leveraging their distinct characteristics and
regional contexts.

Key Words : women’s universities, university brochures, educational policy, multiple correspondence
analysis
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