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Abstract

It is well known that Luther whiting Mason had a great contribution to music education in
Japan. During his stay in Japan, Mason took a trip to Kyoto to visit Kyoto Prefectural School
for the Visually Impaired and the Speech-impaired, which Tashiro Furukawa had founded. The
school was highly estimated as the first school for physically challenged people in Japan in the
modern era. Mason also highly praised Furukawa and his educational principles. Furukawa’s
school should be evaluated from the point of view on the education of physically challenged
people of those days in the world.
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I am especially pleased with the success of Mr. A. Furukawa, Director of the Asylum for the
Mute and Blind in Kyoto.

I visited this Institution while in your country, and was exceedingly interested in his work. I think
he is one of the most remarkable and ingenious men as a Special Educator, that I have ever met
with.
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I have just returned from the Worlds Exposition at New Orleans. «=ceeovee--- I congratulate you on
the success of your Educational Exhibit at New Orleans —— I think your exhibit stands amorg the
very highest including France and United States.
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I understand that he has received a gold Medal for his Special suggest.
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Boston, June 8, 1885

Mr. S. Isawa.

My Dear  Friend,

I have just returned from the World’s Exposition at New Orleans, and find your letter of the

date of April 16, 1885. Also a package containing nail sticks, 3 music books and tuning

fork.

I have also received the documennts whicb I sent you and a check for $7750/100 from your

Consul in New York on account of the present your Government kindly sent to me.

I congratulate you on the success of your Educational Exhibit at New Orleans——I think your

exhibit stands among the very highest including France and United States.

I am especially pleased with the success of Mr. A. Furukawa, Directer of the Asylum for the

Mute and Blind In Kioto(kyoto).

I visited this Institution while in your country, and was exceedingly interested in his work. I

think he is one of the most remarkable and ingenious men as a Special Educator, that I have

ever met with.

I understand that he has received a gold Medal for his Special suggest:As to the musical

instruments which I propose to send to you in return for those you turn over to me for the

Great New England Conservatory of Music under tbe Direction of Dr. E. Tourjee:I would

take the Liberty to suggestion

1. That you consult Prof. Eckert as to what he will most need.

2. IShould think you would need two valve French Homs and one or two oboes. It is not
common to bave oboes in a Small Orchestra , but as your Court Musicians would manage
those instruments so well, being accustomed to one of their own which is much more
difficult to play, and as I understand, that is a favourite instrument with Mr-Eckert,
thougb I would suggest them.

The wind instruments for orcbestra must be first class and all of the same system as to pitch.

Mr. Eckert will know all about that.I believe you have the best material as to men in the

Court Musicians for a good European Orcbestra in the world. You need a good teacher of

stringed instruments like the Violin, Viola, Violonecello and Double Bass. Please write me and

Iwill attend to your business with pleasure.

Yours truly.
L.W.Mason



