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Studies on Image of Japaneas Kimono.
Part 1: Relation between Likings-tendency of Japanease
Kimono and The Western Senses for Clothes.

Tokiko Ijiri
Department of Clothing Science

Mukogawa Women's University, Nisinomiyva 663

The Kimono is, nowadays, worn by few people except for ceremonical opportunities,
although it is even now highly appreciated as the national costume for the Japanese. In
contrast to the case of men, women still meet a variety of chances to wear the Kimono,
e. g., on the coming-of-age ceremony and other formal parties.

Such a situation motivated us to investigate young women’s senses concerned with new
type of Kimonos (New-Kimono) that can be worn in daily life. By this investigation,
following trends were observed: (1) the image of the Kimono generally arouses young
women’s interest in a favorable manner; (2) as a detailed example, a long-sleeved Kimono
(Furisode) preferred by them is as such that differing from the traditional one in its colors,
namely, that having plain colors characterized by the romanticism which has prevailed
during the Taisho era, and (3) there observations imply that, among thesé people, there
exists a trend to make their choice for Kimonos according to the Western senses for
clothes.
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