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Consciousness of Honorific Expressions
among Present-day Young People
(from High School through University)

Kentaro Hamasaki

Department of Education

Mukogawa Women's University, Nishinomiya 663

The author investigated how the Japanese traditional honorific expressions, which have
been changing rapidly after the War, are recognized among present-day young
people ; junior and senior high school students and university students.

The author gathered the data by questionaire from the following students: 159 boy
students at Rokkho Junior High School, 138 boy students at Rokkho Senior High School,
150 girl students at Mukogawa Junior High School, 144 girl students at Mukogawa Senior
High School, 100 boy students and 100 girl students at Hyogo Prefectural Hyogo High
School, 156 students at Mukogawa Women’s University.

The students were grouped according to their ages and the official school divisions they
belong to, and sexes thereof. The percentage was calculated for each group, and then it
was compared with that of the similar studies previously done, such as by the National
Japanese Language Institute in 1952—1953 and 1972.
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