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Knowledge and Action of Honorific Expressions among
Present—day Young People
(from High School through University)

Kentaro Hamasaki
Department of Education, Faculty of Letters,

Mukogawa Women’s University, Nishinomiya 663, Japan

The author investigated how much present—day young people know about the Japanese tradi-
tional honorific expressions and how they use them.

The author gathered the data by questionaire from the fllowing students: 159 boy students at
Rokkho Junior High School, 138 by students at Rokkho Senior High School, 150 girl students
at Mukogawa Junior High School, 144 girl students at Mukogawa Senior High School, 100
boy students and 100 girl students at Hyogo Presectural Hyogo Senior High School, and 156
students at Mukogawa Women’s University.

The students were grouped according to the official school divisions they belong to; junior
high, senior high and university, and according to the sexes thereof. The percentage was
calculated for each group, and then it was compared with that of the similar studies previous-
ly done, such as the one by Hatsutaro Oishi. The author also compared the young people’s
knowldge of honorific expressions and their actions with their conciousness.

(cf. “Consciousness of Honorific Expressions among Present—day Young People” by Ken-
taro Hamasaki, 1989)
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