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Philologists who chase
A panting syllable through time and space,
start it at home, and hunt it in the dark
To Gaul, to Greece, and into Noah’s Ark.
William Cowper Retirement

ABSTRACT

The aim of this short paper .is to investigate the middle years of the 14th century (ca.1352) Northwest
Midland Dialect. The main text is Wynnerer and Wastoure (anonymous), an alliterative poem. The study
looks at the vocabulary(Adjective, Adverb, Conjunction, Preposition, Interjection), from an etymological
point of uiew. The reader is referred to my previous articles on, Patience, Pearl, Sir Gawain and Green
Knight, Wynnerer and Wastoure and so on, in.which I examined similar areas. The combination of
various forms .of words, for example, OFr, ON, --suggests that this unknown author has a wide knowledge
of many languages. And one of the most noticeable aspects that I point out is that he was very versed
in heraldic terminology. Compared with other poems, this one contains a large number of Germanic
languages.
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[N,B.]
1. SIS L s b ORPEBEET, ARG SRTS b ORI TE DREORE T L.
2. F—BCHEELETHE (852 [dass cleavage]) BRABCI 2 BAOMCFA & LT AR,
3. OE. CHLCARGEE (BUIIRARE ) L LTHESLLCO B b DRl UCBMEEE TS,
4. A AOBRTTIAAROPRREREME LT 1T 5.
5. BETEaREEOBVIECET TS,
6. B, BlFEO B, B EFYP BB L LD DRBEHMTHVWOR T2 THS.
7. AX—AOBRT HESH] OBEE L\,

3.ADJECTIVES

3.1. OE.(7558) allal < eall, 162, 385; any < Znig, 56; anoger < 116, an oder; bale < bealu, 292;
brighte, bryght(e) < beorht, 426, 50, 33;brod(e) < brad, 116, 333; broun, brown < brin, 113, 158;
cely < (ge)s&lig, 414; clene < clane, 81; comly, comely, comliche < cymiic, 203, 199, 86; dede <
dead, 276; depe < déop, 44; dere < deore, 354, 494; dry(e) < dryge, 478, 235; fatt < featt, 481; fayne
< fagen, 402; fele < fela, 35; ferdere < feorr, 287; ferlyeste < fariec, 102; fey < fzge, 159; fre(e)
< freo, 272, 434; glade'< glaed, 440; gold(e) < gold, 61, 118; grene < gréne, 48; grete < gréat, 94;
gud(e), gode. <: god, 383, 381, 440; zalowe < geolu, 75; mape < géap, 75; sondere < geond, 105;
songe < geong, 398; harde < heard, 51; holy < halig, 147; hore < har,10; hot(t)e < hdr, 219, 444;
hungry < hungrig, 482; hye, heghe . < héah, 246, 237; iche < &lc, 63; kene < céne, 237; leefe < leof,
465; ley <. lage, 234; lighte <..leoht, 74; lite. < Iyt, 369; longe < lang, long, 74; loueliche < luflic,
48; madde <. (ge)mad(e)d, 446; many < manig, 4; mare < mdra, 305; mery < myrige, 365; new <
néowe, 410; no < nan, 8; ownn < dgen, 400; ranke < ranc, 322; riche < rica, 322; roughe < rih,
42; rythe < riht, 134; sad(d)e < s&d, 146; schorte .< scle)ort, 1; selly < sellic, 99; siche < swilc,
137; side < sid, 411; silken < siolcen, 87; stelen < stplen, 252; swete < swete, 353; welcome <
wilcumia, 212; werse < 'wirsa, 290; western < westerne, 8; whit(t)e < hwit, 144, 156; wikked(e)@® <
wican, 285, 242; wild(e) < ‘wilde;, 385, 13; wod{e) < waod, 373, 465; worthiere < wordig, 56; wrotne
< ‘wr&ppu, 57; wyde < wid, 250; wyse < wis, 11; ynewe < gendh, 84

3.2.0E.+OE. (11 88 ) bery—brown < berie+briin; 91; dedly < dead+ —Iic, 313; “dredfull "<
dred +— full, 17; dropeles < dropa+ —less, 276; hatefull <' hate+ —full, 73; nedles < ned+ —less; 338;
penyles < penig+ —less, 393; redy < (ge)réede+ —y,; 278; spedles < sp@d+ —less, 325; white—herede <
hwht—har+ —ed,  150; worthiliche” < weorilic, 34

3.3.0N.(58E )" bothe(n) < basir, 123, 212; bown{(n) < biinn, 52, 431; lawe < lagr,  139; skathill <
skopull, 443; tayte < teitr, 477

3.4.0Fr.(1388) feble < feble, 323; felle < fel, 228; fresche < fresche, 66; juste < juste, 115; meruelle
< “merveil, 344; po(u)re < ‘poore, poure, 393, 256; priste < prest, 169; proude, prowde, prode < priid,
498, 377,  433; pure < pur, 370; ruyde < ruide, 42; ryall(e) < rial, 128, 339; sauf < sauf, 427; symple
< simple, 414; vayne < vain,294

3.5,0Fr. +OE.(1 88) freschely < OFr. freshe+ OE.—ly

3.6.Unknown(1 88) wale® (=quick) !

4.ADVERBS

4.1.0E.(378 ) anone < ondn, 214; beden < bidene, 437; certys < certes, 221; eke < éac, 15; euer
< &fre, 23; faire, fayre < fager, 226, 62; faste < faste, 217; ferre < feorr, 416; forthe, furthe <
Sforp, 281, 245; for—thi < fordi, 11; ful(Q) < full, 354, 37; see < géa, 246; 5o£e < geéara, 321; hedir(e)
< hider, 197, 162; late < late, 306; ne(e), nor < ne, 10, 127, 9;neghe < neéah, 17; neuer < n&fre,
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4; noghte, nott < nowiht, 134, 372; now(e) < ni#, 7, 4; nowthir < nohwaber, nowser, 201; ofte <
oft, 241; rathere < hrador, 322; reghte < rehte, 165; samen < somen, 360; sore < sar, 454; swythe
< swibe, 46; then(e), pen, than < danne, 64, 17, 45, 218; ther—by < 3&rbl, 335; ther(e), per < sa&r,
3, 35, 432; thikke < picce, 113; thus, pus < bus, 259, 362; to-—gedir, to—gedire < togadere(s), 182,
25; vp < up, 38; whylome < hAwium, 20; wyd(e)whare < widegehwa®r, 257, 326; ylike < gelice, 48
4,2,0E.+OE.(1588 ) bremly < bleme+ —ly, 41; clenly < cl@&n+ —lice, 77; craftyly < -cré&ftig+ —lice,
151; dredfull < drede+ —ful, 17; itwyste < in+ (be)twyx+ —t, 317; newely < néow+ —lice; one(s) <
an+ —es, 31, 364; rychely < rice+ —ly, 270; sadly < sa&d+ —ly, 18, 215; spedfully < spéd+ —fully, 224;
peraftir < s&r+ after, 362; vmbestounde < ymbe+stunde, 100; vmbtourne < ymb+ tyrnan, 412; wilfully
< willa+ — fully, 408; wroth(e)ly < wras+ —lice, 423, 324

4.3.ME.(1EE) be—lyue < bi— +life, 46

4.4.0N.QEE) ayle) < ei, 372, 227; throly < praliga, 37;

4,5.0N.+O0OE.(28 ) wightly < ON.vigt+OE.—lice, 104; witterly, wittitly < ON.vitrliga+ — OE.—lice,
389

4.6.0Fr.(188) rownde < rund, 183

4.7.0Fr. +OE.(455 ) gayly < OFr.gai+ OFE.—lrce, 62; lelely < OFr.leel+ OE.—Iice, 430; nysely <
OFr.nice+ OF. —lice, 410; pertlyw < OFr.apert+ OE.—lice, 129

5.PRONOUNS

5.1.0E.(258E) Al(s) < eallswa, 55, 26; and < and, 211; anoger < an oder, 116; ells < elles, 56;
he, hym < h&, hine, 10, 69; hir < hiere, 418; hir(e) < hiera, 16, 14; his < his, 9; 1, my(n), me
< ie, min, mé&, 227, 32, 36, 31; it < hit, 12; or, are < oper(r), 43, 84; othere, othire, oper < oder,
6, 38, 386; oughte < owiht, 186; owthir(e) < ohwaber, owder, 196, 245; scho, hir < seo, hiere, 416,
415; that, pat < bdaet, 5, 20; the, pe < de, 2, 28; this, thies < &is, 8, 54; thoo < 84, 224; those
< &ds, 317; thou, pou, the, pe < bu, 248, 105, 103, 373; thy, thyn, thi < &, 104, 268, 246; we,
oure, vs < we, dre, 5, 69, 205; whatt(e), what(e) < hwaet, 192, 279, 119, 47; who < hwd, 30; who—so
< swahwa, 18

5.2.0E.+OE.(33%) hym-—seluen < him+selfum, 28; my—selfe, my—seluen < mé self, 99, 368;
thi—seluen, pi—seluen < && selfum, 264, 374;

5.3.0N.(28E ) thaire,thayre,pair(e) < peirra, 20, 39, 383, 208; they, thay, say, thaym, jam < peir,
37, 161, 39, 162, 97

5.4.0N.+OE.(18) jam—selfe < ON.peint+ OE.selfum

5.5.0E.+ON. all—jofe < OE.eall+ON.p0h, 420

6.CONJUNCTIONS

6.1.0E.(10 BE) 3it(t) < git, 454, 174; if < gif, 391; lesse < oy l@&s, 98; nothir < noder, 327; sythen
< sippan, 169; than, then,pan < 8anne, bznne, 56, 298, 28; thoghe < &§ah, 357; when < hwanne,
9; whi < Awyp, 219; while < hwil, 8

6.2.0E.+ON.(158) whils < OE.hwr+OE.—es, 110

6.3.0N.(285E) tl(l),tyll < til, 469, 55, 38; sofe < soh, 470

7.PREPOSITIONS

7.1.0E.24 &
aboute, abowte < onbiitan, 280, 249; aftir(e) < after, 207, 429; agayne < ongegn, 172; appon(e), vpon
< uppan, 14, 12, 70; at < t, 16; be—fore, by—fore < beforan, 78, 207; be—hynde, by—hynde <
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behindan, 78, 10; be—syde < be sidan, 36; bot(t) < bitan, 18, 281; by, be, bi < bI, 4, 176, 33;

by—twene, by—twen < bitwgonum, 41, 356; be—twixe < be—twyx, '1; doun, downn < dine, 13, 235

s

for(e) < for, 185, 283; in < in, 3;in—to < into, 261; of(f) < of, 2, 202; on{e), 467, 36; ouer <
ofer, 460; thurgh < &Surh, 2; to(o) .< 15, 9, 224; to—fore < tdforan, 434; with—in(n) < widinnan,
357, 157; with—owt(ten) < wibittan, - 346, 24

7.2.0E.+OE.(13) amonges < ongemang+ —es, 136
7.3.0N.(18E) fro < fra, 38, 161

8.1.0.E.2 58
8.2.0Fr.

8.INTERJECTIONS

loo < la, 124; wee < weg, 282
hee < hé, 282

BEDSHEEYIRT A1), RKEHHICERCSELESEYRT.

ADJECTIVES
Simple Word Compound Word Derivative: Word Total
West OF 76 76
Germanic | Germanic OE +OE 2 | OE+QE 11
North‘ ON s 5
Germanic
Subtotal (81) 2) ©)] (92
. . OFr 13 13
Italic—Latin OFr+ OB 1
UK 1
Subtotal aa %) KD)
Sum Total 95 2 10 107
ADVERBS
Simple Word Derivative Word Total
OE 37 37
Germanic Ge\r’:ne:;ic OF+OE 15 1
ME 1 1
North ON 2 2
Germanic | ON+OE 2 2
Subtotal (42) (15) (57)
Italic—Latin OFr ! 1
OFr + OE 4 4
Subtotal (1) (4) (5)
Sum Total 43 19 62
PRONOUNS
Simple Word Derivative Word Total
West OE 25 25
Germanic Germanic OE+OE 3 3
North ON 2 2
Germanic ON+OE ! !
OE +ON 1 1
Sum Total 27 5 32




Northwest Midland Dialect Winner and Waster 35BS 47 — BB 59 —

CONJUNCTIONS
Simple Word Derivative Word Total
West OE 10 10
Germanic | Germanic OE +OE 1 1
North‘ ON ) 2
Germanic
Sum Total 12 1 13
PREPOSITIONS
Simple Word Derivative Word Total
West OE 24 24
Germanic | Germanic OE +OE 1 1
North ON 1 1
Germanic
Sum Total 25 1 26
INTERJECTIONS
Simple Word Total
Germanic | West Germanic OE 2 2
Italic— Latin OFr 1 1
Sum Total 3 3
NOUNS
Simple Word Compound Word Derivative Word Total
OE 284
OE +OE 21
ON+OE 1
West ME 3
Germanic . | OHG 1
Germanic 1G 1
MLG 1
MHG 1
Du 1
North ON 34
Germanic OE +ON
Subtotal (326) (22) 1) (349)
OFr 140
OFr +OE 3
ONF 2
Italic— Latin AFr 6
ANorm 1
L 1
UK 1
Subtotal (151) (3) (0) (154)
Sum Total 471 25 1 503
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VERBS
Simple word Derivative Word Total
OE 219
ME 1
MHG 1
MLG 1
Germanic Ge‘:\r/reus:nic LG 2
MDu 1
Sw 2
North ON 19
Germanic | ON+OE 1
Subtotal (247) (0) (247)
OFr 44
Italic—Latin OFr +OE 1
ONFr 2
AFr 6
UK 3
Subtotal (55) (1) (56)
Sum Total 302 1 303

(3¢Nouns, Verbs DFEIRAIZBIIMHGRE 12 FAFEHE, F38%, AT - HAREHES (1990) pp. 20-23 » B D5(H)

LRFEFRFCRLAER

(D
Origin West Germanic
Part OE
of OE ME OHG LG MLG MHG DU Sw +
Speech OE
Prep 24 1
Conj 10 1
Adv 37 1 15
A 76 11
N 284 3 1 1 1 1 1 21
\4 219 1 2 1 1 1 2
Pron 25 3
Int 2
Total 677 5 2 2 2 2 52
(2)
North Germanic Italic—Latin
ON ONF OE+ON | ON+OE OF AN L AF OF +OE UK
1 26
2 13
2 2 1 4 62
5 13 1 1 107
34 2 1 1 140 1 1 6 3 1 503
19 2 1 44 6 1 3 303
1 1 2 32
1 3
63 4 2 5 199 1 1 12 11 5 1045

(3%Nouns, Verbs OFRIRMABUTMBTRE/ 1 FASAE, $38%, A - ARSHE) (1990) pp. 1823 226 DFH)
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CONCLUSION

£ EE 2 & @ German 5 ,Romance ZDOHBREO L i .

A. G.% 86% (ON % 6%) R. % 14%
Adv. G.7% 92% (ON 3% 9.7%) R. % 8%
Pron. G.% 100% (ON 5 6%)

Conj. G.5% 100% (ON % 15%)

Prep. G.F% 100% (ON % 4%)

N. G.7% 70% -~ (ON % 10%) R. % 30%
V. G.F% 82% (ON % 7%) R. % 18%
Av. G.7% 77.5% (ON % 9.6%) R. % 22.5%

COFERR U E CiE s A Ul E R

G. % R. %
SGGK 58% (ON. % 9%) 27%
Patience 57% (ON. 5% 9%) 20%
Pearl 65% (ON. 5 7%) 35%

EHBLT G. ROBENEREPDCESAINT WAL Z L2350 5 . (BAR ON. ROt LR 3 fEL 1
LCERBKE IR D bl ok, 14 g, REFHECk ON. REEOEAIRK D KE TS,
HOWMADT v B HERHETE - T iadsy, HBWIIFRA CELRREBTC > TG EHRERS. ) TORAD
BRIIAERATIE “Battle Story” THHI LLHBEHUTINSS. v v A LEWHER - BEHTR
BAES ORERILvOMRTHSB Z LIXBRE R,

FRIN T B4 lexis BRI HETCTHN LACER O L 5 elfEL B, YA~ v REEBOME - #5
SRABOHBRS T LVWADTHS. COEPLATLIAEOEEINLHEMB TR, HBEOHEYH
2 IBEETOLEELLS.

1) HIEOBIGRT [EH), 8] oaime TRENZFAFENE, $38%8, A - haflgR) (1990) i
EL.

2) OE.wican(V) @ pp.stem wic— 254 Uic.

3) AETIR2EHFRAIRTOS.
3e sellyn wodd aftir wodde in a wale tyme, (396)
Wende, wynnere, i waye oure se wale stremys, (460)
(A 29 o 7 AEE)
Context 7> B & T “ quick” DEBRCHEINA.

4) aphetic form of OFr. apertly

5) Chaucer TUI R.FROMBAEIL 42005 L v b s, Tkt s & Adv.4.05% , Adj.17.47% ,
N.58.8% , V.19% ThHB. ¥7cLfE TR ROBALKILS1L.8% THo. Gower DEA L R, RiE
AFEIT 42.1%, OE.7%R55%, ON.FR2% LicoT\ 5.

|
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