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Grooming status of adult females in a free-ranging

group of Japanese monkeys (Macaca fuscata) at Katsuyama
Akihito Ando
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Observations were conducted on a free-ranging group of Japanese monkeys (Macaca fuscata)
at Katsuyama, Okayama Prefecture for 52 days during the period from June 1977 through
June 1978. A total of 2,467 bouts of groomings were collected by adopting ad libitum
sampling technique. The grooming status of ‘each female was obtained by summing up the
number of one- to three-step-link of grooming relationships. Grooming status was analyzed
according to socio-biological variables such as dominance, age, and the presence of the
yearling. There was a significant positive correlation between the grooming status of each
female and female’s dominance rank order in the hierarchy. Conversely, there was no -clear
correlation between the grooming contrastatus and dominance rank order. These data are in
agreement with Sade’s(1977) report showing positive correlation between the total amounts of
allogrooming received and an female’s position in the hierarchy. This: result means that high
ranking females tend to the target of grooming, and that they take a central or core position
in the grooming network. These findings provide support for considering main function of
female’s allogrooming as fulfilling their motivation to adapt themselves to the hierarchical
social organization.
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Table 1. Socio-biological attributes and monthly data of grooming status (CM) and grooming
contrastatus (RM) of 69 subjects.
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Table 2. An analysis by Hayashi’'s quantification theory II according to factors contributing to the
descrimination between high- and low-grooming status.
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