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Studies on Women’s Preferences of Clothing Colors

Reiko Ohara
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The aim of this paper is to analyze the overcoat colors chosen by young women from 1987
to 1992. The writer concludes that in these six years young women chose black, dark gray,
medium gray, greyish yellow or dark blue while violet, blue green and green were not chosen.
The rate of choice of achromatic colors from 1987 to 1990 shows more than 50 percent.
However, it has decreased since 1991 although the rate for chromatic color has been in-
creasing.
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BEHORVIECERBEEYEET L, 1987ETIEE (p), BCK @), BCWKR O, K 0O, K@, B, BUK
D30 ot F (13%ni). 1988 £ TIZE (p), BWK (), BWK O, B¢, K 3G, K (g, B\F (13%pn),
R - 7o (2ig). 1989 FTix B (p), BWF (13%pn), R2i»-7cE Qig), BWKR O, AC-)
1990 £ TI3 /R (p), BEWVIK (1), BEVIKEZ O (4ni), KHH 7K (2ig), BEVF (13%pn), K (), BWF
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(13%pg), BEWKAOHE (Sni). 1991 £ THE (p), KAOHE Qig), H(-+), RAOEhr-7-¥ (3ig), #5
WK (e), B (a), KRADOER (4ig), HHVWKADERADE (go), BVWRARDE(13pg). 1992 F£TIRE
D), KhipokHE Qig), BWRADER (4ni), BE\-F (13%pn), H(--), BVWHEE @pn), B (@), K @),
B IKADOFE (Sni), 15\ (dle), BVERE (dpg), BEWKADIBE (Bni), S\ERD -7 (Ble). &
i, 6EMEE U T EICHE L TH501RE, BUWK, RitkOEEENEL, KW TF, HOoBENTE
TWB. 1987~ 1990 0 4 FREITELEILHL LA HD T 525, 1991 F2 5 1992 FEh ) TEEE
R LEEENE S HE LIBD T 5.

Table 1. The ranking of overcoat color preference from 1987 to 1992

1987 p,n i g, .., 13%ni

1988 p,n, 1, .., i, 8 13%pn, 2ig

1989 p, 13%pn, 2ig, |, ..

1990 p, 1, 4ni, 2ig, 13%pn, i, 13V2pg, 5ni

1991 p, 2ig, .., 3ig, ¢, a, 4ig, lgc, 13pg

1992 p, 2ig, 4ni, 13%2pn, .., 4pn, a, i, 5ni, 4le, 4pg, 3ni, 3le
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Table 2 27" 3. Zhlb, ThZThoBHECKT IHBERELEEZCSCT R REXT &R, & %
& ER OBFICRVCTIHBRERIEER L OMCRERZEIRD b ook, ZOMD 4EHTIhbbHE
(12,87), 1& (43,66), & (14,35), F (17,35) @BV TIHEEKE2.5% ©, HERL EEEOMCTEES
REB LR
Table 2. Distribution of hues on overcoat colors from 1987 to 1992

1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992
fre— Tper— [fre— J[per— [Ire— J[per— [Ire— [per— |[fre— [per— [Ire— [per—
quency | centage | quency | centage | quency | centage | quency | centage | quency | centage | quency | centage

1
yellow " 0 | 75 | 36 | 98 | 42 | 143 | 38 | 106 | 58 | 83| 52 | 156
3
4
orange 5 2 | 55| 25 | 69| 2 | 74 | 3% |102] 39 | 123 | 6 | 203
6
%
7 J
red 4 10 | 24 | 11 | 31| 16 | 55| 2 {75 | 3 | 72| 20 | 60
8
9
10
violet i 9 | 22| 4 | 11 1 o3 | 8 | 23| 6 | 19| 3 | o9
2%
E)
1
blue e 29 | 73 | 29 | 80 | a5 | 152 | 57 |61 | 3w | 6| 4 | 129
15
16
blue green 17 2 0.5 1 0.3 0 0 2 0.6 5 1.6 9 2.7
18
19
green 20 1 o3| 3 oo | 2 | o6 ] 2 [o6 | 4 | 13| 7 | 21
21
2
yellow green %433 6 1.2 2 0.6 4 1.4 4 1.1 12 37 10 3.0
241
chromatic_color 109 | 27.0 | 111 | 306 | 132 | 447 | 174 | 490 | 184 | 57.9 | 212 | 63.5
achromatic color 295 | 73.0 | 252 | 694 | 163 | ss.3 | 181 | 510 | 134 | 421 | 122 | 365
total 404 | 100.0 | 363 | 100.0 | 205 | 100.0 | 355 | 100.0 | 318 | 100.0 | 334 | 100.0
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Table 3. Distribution of tones on overcoat colors from 1987 to 1992

1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992
tone fre— |per— |fre— |per— |fre— |per— |fre— |per— |fre— |per— |fre— |per—
quency | centage | quency | centage | quency | centage | quency | centage | quency | centage | quency | centage
pale ba 11 2 0.5 2 0.6 1 0.3 0 0 1 0.3 5 1.5
pale ca 12 2 0.5 1 0.3 2 0.7 0 0 1 0.3 0 1}
light ea 13 2 0.5 1 0.3 2 0.7 0 0 4 1.3 0 0
bright ia 01 0 0 2 0.6 0 0 6 1.7 4 1.3 2 0.6
vivid pa 02 3 0.7 4 1.1 10 34 10 2.8 3 0.9 4 1.2
cb 4002 0 0 1 0.3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
light greyish  dc 0 0 2 0.6 1 0.3 0 0 4 1.3 4 1.2
light greyish  ec 4003 1 0.2 0 0 0 0 2 0.6 1 0.3 0 0
light greyish gc 03 1 0.2 1 0.3 9 3.0 4 1.1 10 3.1 13 39
strong nc 04 4 1.0 8 2.2 0 0 7 2.0 10 3.1 5 1.5
dult le 05 6 1.5 8 2.2 3 1.0 15 4.2 5 1.6 24 1.2
greyish ig 06 21 5.2 19 5.2 24 8.1 22 6.2 48 15.1 47 14.0
deep pg 07 21 5.2 16 44 17 5.8 29 8.2 37 11.7 21 6.3
dark greyish ni 08 24 6.0 16 4.4 12 4.1 47 13.2 34 10.7 43 12.9
dark pn 09 22 5.5 30 8.1 51 17.3 32 9.0 22 6.9 44 13.2
chromatic color 109 21.0 111 30.6 132 44, 174 49.0 184 57.9 212 63.5
achromatic color 295 73.0 | 252 | 69.4 163 55.3 181 51.0 134 | 421 122 | 365
total 404 100.0 363 100.0 295 100.0 355 100.0 318 100.0 334 100.0
Table 4. Tones of overcoat colors from 1987 to 1992
1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 total
high lightness 8(11.11) | 10(11.31) | 15(13.45) | 12(17.73) | 25(18.75) | 24(21.61) 94
(ba,ca,ea,ia,cb,dc,gc,ec) : . : ' : .
midium lightness
Panc.leis) 34(36.64) | 39(37.32) | 37(44.38) | 54(58.50) | 66(61.86) | 80(71.27) 310
&V I‘l"igl’)‘;‘)‘ess 67(61.23) | 62(62.36) | 80(74.16) | 108(97.75) | 93(103.37) [108(119.10)| 518
total 109 111 132 174 184 212 922
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BEECRTHBENLEEF L OMcERE T Db,

®iT, BEEOROKELDOWTEETS &, 19874, 19884, 1990 £EiX dark grey 234 ¢, 1992 483
medium grey NE S LT3, Thx Table 7D L3513 2LES L, REEOECOVWT XX RERTEY
7o I RERBUEM R 31,48 2187, SR CRBIR BT % BER S EEH L ORI 2.5% KETOHEESH
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Table 5. Distribution of tones on overcoat colors from 1987 to 1992 (achromatic color)

1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992
fre— |per— |fre— |per— |fre— |per— |fre— |per— |fre— |per— | fre— |per—
quency | centage | quency | centage | quency | centage | quency | centage | quency | centage | quency | centage

white . 13 3.2 25 6.9 10 3.4 6 1.7 15 4.7 o) 33
white a 4 1.0 6 1.6 2 0.7 6 1.7 6 1.9 9 2.7
light grey b 1 0.2 1 0.3 1 0.3 2 0.6 0 0 0 0
light grey c 1 0.2 3 0.8 i 0.3 1 0.3 2 0.6 5 1.5
light grey e 8 2.0 7 1.9 2 0.7 0 0 6 1.9 0 0
midium grey g 15 37 13 3.6 1 0.3 5 1.4 i 0.3 2 0.6
midium grey i 35 8.7 22 6.1 4 1.4 10 2.8 2 0.6 9 2.7
dark grey i o36 8.9 25 6.9 10 3.4 27 1.6 5 1.6 2 0.6
dark grey n 44 10.9 31 8.5 7 24 4 11 5 L6 3 0.9
black P 138 34.2 119 | 328 125 | 424 120 | 33.8 92 28.9 81 24.2
total 295 | 73.0 | 252 | 694 163 55.3 181 51.0 134 | 421 122 | 365

Table 6. Lightness of overcoat colors from 1987 to 1992 (achromatic color)

1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 total
white 17 (29.06) | 31 (24.82) | 12 (16.05) | 12 (17.83) | 21 (33.49) | 20 (12.01) 113
grey 140 (92.33) | 102 (78.87) | 26 (51.01) | 49 (56.65) | 21 (41.94) | 21 (38.18) 359
black 138 (173.60) {119 (148.29) | 125 (95.92) | 120 (106.51) 92 (78.85) | 81 (71.79) 675
total 295 252 163 181 134 122 1147

Table 7. Lightness of overcoat colors from 1987 to 1992 (grey)

1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 total

light grey 10 (15.98) | 11 (11.64) | 4 (2.96) | 3 (5.59) | 8 2.39) | 5 (2.39) 41
midium grey 50 (46.40) | 35 (33.81) | 5 (8.61) | 15 (16.24) | 3 (6.96) | 11 (6.96) 119
dark grey 80 (77.60) | 56 (56.54) | 17 (14.41) | 31 (27.16) | 10 (11.64) | § (11.64) 199
total | 140 102 26 49 21 21 359
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