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Norm consciousness in highschool students(3):
Comparisons with college students
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Abstract

The present study was conducted to compare attitudes toward anti-norm deviant behaviors
of highschool students with those of college students. 260 female and 209 male highschool
students were requested to complete the questionnaire, measuring the degree of allowance
toward 30 deviant behaviors from three different viewpoints such as (1) when the deviant was
female highschool student, (2) when the deviant was male highschool student, and (3) when
the devint was most intimate friend of the opposite sex. Results revealed that highschool
students had double standards in their norm consciouness. This finding was same as the result
obtained from a sample of college students (Ando, 1990; 1991; 1992). There were, however,
two main differences of norm consciousness between highschool and college students. First,
highschool students showed higer degree of allowance toward anti-norm deviant behaviors than
college students. Secondly, the magnitude of double standards of highschool students in norm
consciousness was smaller than that of college students. These results suggest that norm does
not function as a controlling and regulating system over one’s behavior in highschool stu-
dents.
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