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Mothers’ Developmental Expectation for Child " Socialization.
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Mukogawa Women’s University, Nishinomiya 663, Japan

This study is designed to examine the characteristics of mothers’ developmental expectation
for child socialization. Referring to Azuma et al (1981), the present author analyzed the
intensity of mothers’ developmental expectation, in addition to age to make child acquire some
social behaviors.

Subjects are 268 mothers of 3, 4 and 5-year-olds in a kindergarden and the 2nd and the
Sth grade in an elementary school. The questionnaires was administered to mothers.

This study found out that Japanese mothers’ developmental expectation was similar to
American mothers’one in 1974, and EMOTIONAL MATURITY, INDEPENDENCE, SOCIAL
SKILL, and VERBAL ASSERTION were expected still to be more later than the other data.
The older the child age is, the lower the marks of mothers’ developmental expectation are.
However, as for the intenity of it, there is no difference among all categories, and mothers’
developmental expectation becomes strong again in the S5th grade. This change suggests that
it is the stage of the second aspect of child socialization. After learning the model type-
cultural transmission—, they start to find their own ways to obtain approval in their so-
ciety-individual learning—. Watching their triais, mothers have more concern and expectation.
Mothers® developmental expectation has characteristic variety according to child age, gender
and fraternal order. It suggests that these variations are closely concerned with the child
development of socialization and the social interaction between parents and children.
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Table 1. Subjects

Age
Group Number
Range Mean

Mothers of Girls in 3-year—olds 28-43 34.5 8
Mothers of Boys in 3-year—olds 32-43 32.7 10
Mothers of Girls in 4-year-olds 28-42 32.9 29
Mothers of Boys in 4-year-olds 29-45 34.1 22
Mothers of Girls in 5-year—olds 29-44 36.4 28
Mothers of Boys in 5-year—olds 25-45 35.8 25
Mothers of Girls in the 2nd grade 32-44 38.0 38
Mothers of Boys in the 2nd grade 29-46 37.2 37
Mothers of Girls in the 5th grade 32-48 39.8 36
Mothers of Boys in the 5th grade 34-45 39.2 35

Total 268
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Table 2. The categories of developmental expectation and each item for the questionaire.
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