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On the Euphonical Phenomenon in the “Renyo”
Forms of Japanese Verbs at the End of the Middle Ages

— In the Case of the “Shinto—shisyo”
Owned by the Minobu Library —

Chizuko Tanomura
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The Japanese language is considerd in its historical research to have undergone all sorts of
linguistic changes in the Middle Ages—from the Kamakura period to the Muromachi period.

By focusing our investigation on the literature entitled “Shinto—shisyo”, which mas written
toward the end of the Middle Ages, we explored and discussed the euphonical phenomenon
detected in the “Renyo” forms of verbs, which is one of those changes in Japanese. The
phenomenon includes for example the ome in which “kaki~te” in classical writing will be
transformed into “kai-te” in contemporary usage. As a result, we have found that different
verbs show different velocities in the fixation of theireuphonical usage and also pointed out
that there seemed to be some difference in euphony between written and spoken words.
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