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The urgent housing supply in England under the Housing Act, 1914 during the World War |
A case study on the housing estate which prepared the foundation of English public housing: Well Hall estate
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In England, people’s housing had been provided generally
by private landlords before the WWI. With concentration of
people to cities by the industrial revolution, some laws which
made local authorities possible to improve sanitary condition
in workers’ housings were constituted from the mid 19¢c. And
it was believed that the government's intervention in
housing had been earnestly begun by L. George's "Homes fit
for Heroes" campaign and the Addison Act, 1919. During the
WWI, it was prohibited to construct or maintain buildings
except that of war purpose. But under such situation, the
government had intervened urgently under the Housing Act,
1914 to build houses for increasing munition workers. This
Act, which created the government's subsidy for munition
workers' houses, made the turning point of English housing
policy before the Addison Act. But this is not recognized in
Japan. Housing estates built under this Act, represented by
Well Hall estate, were almost built “along the garden-city
line”, and they had good living environment. It is found that
the housing estates under this Act were important

precedents of public housing under the Addison Act.
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Hi#L © His Majesty's Stationery Office, “Official History of the Ministry of
Munitions, vol. V, The control of working conditions, 1921, p.157
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