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The relationship between Michel de Klerk’s design in Housing development and urban context

Through comparison with the Rotterdam school (J. J. P. Oud)
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During the last half of the 19t century, industrial
revolution had been developed also in Holland. Around the
turn of the century, severe housing shortage had occurred in
large cities where a lot of people had moved to. To cope with
this situation, the Housing Act had put into operation in
1902. After that, good and affordable housing were supplied
by the subsided local governments and housing associations.
One of the architects who designed these housings was
Michel de Klerk of Amsterdam School. He wished as a social
mission of the architects that workers regained self-
consciousness and pride by providing the artistic housing for
them. In comparison with the housing estates designed by
him and J.J.P. Oud of Rotterdam School, the characteristics
of Klerk’s design become clear. It is that he designed the
housing estates to correspond the surrounding urban
context. So, the relationship in the area and the housing
estate was called to mind. He had designed housing estates
in this method. These characteristics in his design caused
impressions and also thanks to the architect in people’s

mind, and it was the difference from the Rotterdam School.
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