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V] BERIFEIRTH O, BRI TWS, 2<D
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V1 L UTHRING % C & O@EyIMtEA Rt & nislr
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LIEVWAL 7YY= =)V LE—TIE=EW,
AVAFIE 7V — -« A7 —)VEH)IE, I3 E
DI IBRWBBEEZEDLR 2S5 M. FEic BT
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MERICRT T &) ZHNE U, —FREZTD

75 B L [RIRR DR 2 R D537 | GRHE 1997, p.
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95 &IEY TRV,

e (200D F, (V=T —)V] & [T&
EOHFEMZEEL, AEEENTEVSEE
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89-90), IMVIFKE (o172 U, SLEilEN7whH22EE 0O
P TIER) & [TV —A T —)V) LR
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580, NPO EAN & U TREEN O IR & %%
. FEPEEEO—IR] Gl 2002, p. 41) &
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BN AR B FESE M ARREINC R O I LD T
55, WHT ITV—=A7—)l] LI iiH
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W5,

HAICHETZ (7= 7 —)V] BEZDOEKIC

& 7z o T X alternative school *® democratic educa-
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IR 2 EIEBRS RV LTS (FH
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A Study on the Concept of “Free Schools” in Japan:

“Free School” as a Free Translation and its Abuse

TANAKA Yuya

The concept of “free schools” in Japan is vague and has often been abused. The work of
Ohnuma Yasushi raised Japanese consciousness of “free schools,” but Ohnuma’s concept of “free
schools” lacks academic rigor; various Western approaches which could hardly be called “free schools”
were also translated freely under this rubric.

Tokyo Shure, considered a pioneering “free school” in Japan, was not formally thus known
from its establishment in 1985; however, in 2000 it published Zree school to wa nani ka (The meaning
of free schools). This was due to the need to establish the legitimacy of Tokyo Shure as a free school in
the context of the abuse of the concept of “free schools” such as the establishment of the Japan Free
School Association on differing principles.

Japanese research on free schools has tended toward an approach similar to Ohnuma’s,
lumping together the “free schools” of the West without close attention to their individual differences:
the “free school” concept has been abused by its use for corrective institutions, public institutions,
and Article 1 schools.

The Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology has established a
“Committee to Consider Free Schools et al.” and is continuing discussions with a view to locating
“free schools et al.” within the educational system, but this expression is similarly vague. As the cram
school industry moves toward opening “free schools” in response to new Ministry policy, the meaning
of “free schools” is being questioned once again. Support organizations including “free schools” which
aim at children’s return to school through counseling and specialist attention to developmental
disabilities are also diversifying in recent years, distinct from previous institutions which aimed at
return to school through regulated training.

As the concept of “free schools” has become familiar in Japan, it has been variously used as
a free translation of “alternative school” or “democratic education.” “Free school” as a free translation
was a useful way of making the concept familiar within Japan, but its abuse has led to confusion. In
order to consider “free schools,” we need to reconfirm the original meaning of the term. A focus on the
history of “free schools” indicates that a separate classroom aimed at return to school with a “free”
atmosphere is not an “alternative school,” and an approach which interacts manipulatively with

children is not “democratic education.”

Key words: free school, free translation, Ohnuma Yasushi, Okuchi Keiko, Tokyo Shure



