Bull.  Mukogawa Women’s Univ. Humanities and Social Sci, 63, 31-40 (2015)
B ZFRAZE (NI - i EFEE)

IV RFT 54 7I12BIT L5 O%E|
—EE, ZEfE, HB, riE—

KoK KR
(BN A REETCEEER OB - S EtEaA A

The Role of Religion at the End of Life:

Health Care, Nursing and Welfare Services, Funeral Services, and Self-help Groups

Jiro Ohnishi

Department of Psychology and Social Welfare, School of Letters
Mukogawa Women's University, Nishinomiya 663-8558, Japan

Abstract

Religious care and psychological therapy provided at the end-of-life share universal characteristics regard-
less of the framework of interpersonal support; however, they have different functions.

The field of support was divided into health care, nursing and welfare services, funeral services, and self-
help groups according to the age of individuals who receive the care (patient 6 bereaved family) and those
who have passed away (legitimacy 6 illegitimacy), and the role of religious practitioners was compared with
that of psychological therapy.

Since religious beliefs cannot be applied to the care provided in the healthcare field, religious practitioners
have problems identifying the values of religion within such care, apart from at hospices and Buddhist mon-
asteries.

Although spiritual and religious care is ensured during funeral services, bereaved family-centered care
needs to be re-established in response to the criticism over Buddhist funeral services.

Even in self-help groups in which people encourage and help each other, religious practitioners can help
bereaved families come to terms with the death.

Nursing and welfare services can support elderly people who are prepared for their impending death by
providing information and helping resolve problems through a religious view of life, including the interpreta-
tion of the present life and afterlife.

The activities of religious practitioners are cross-sectional, but they can be completed independently, sug-
gesting the need to promote cooperation among religious practitioners, care receivers, and healthcare profes-
sionals.
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