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Germanic Doublets in the English Vocabulary(1)
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Abstract

Doublets are defined as the words that are congnates but different in form and/or in
current meanings. English doublets can be categorized into Italic-, Germanic-, Greek- and
Eastern-derived doublets by their etymological sources. This series aims first to sub-
categorize, according to the process of their borrowings, the Germanic doublets selected from
Allen’s list of English doublets, and secound to present categorically the processes of their
borrowings into Englsih. This paper, as its part 1, focuses on the Germanic doublets bor-
rowed from/through Germanic languages such as Old Norse, Dutch, German and Danish, and
other languages such as French and Latin.
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band / bond [None]

[band n. ‘a thin strip of flexible material used to encircle and bind one object or to hold a
number of objects together’](c1200) “anything with which one’s body or limbs are bound, in
restraint of personal liberty” ME band, bond < ON band'‘tie’ < Gmc *band-‘to bind’

[bond n. ‘something, such as a fetter or band, that binds or fastens things together’](c1250)
“anything with which one’s body or limbs are bound in restraint of personal liberty; a
shackle, chain, fetter, manacle” ME bond(phonetic variant of BAND) < ON band ‘tie’ < Gmc
*band-

screech / shriek [Klein, Bf7eet] _

[screech v. ‘a high-pitched, strident cry’ 1(1577)“to utter a sharp, piercing cry, as of pain or
alarm” ME skrichen, schrichen, scritch < ON skrakja < Gmc *skrakjan-

[shriek v. ‘a shrill, often frantic cry’1(1577)“to utter a loud sharp shrill cry” ME schriken,
shriken < ON skrakja < Gmc. *skrakjan-

sleek / slick [Klein]

[sleek a. ‘smooth, lustrous as if polished’](al220) “comparative darkness, esp. that caused by
interception of light” ME slik, slieck(later variant from of ME slike ) < ON slikr ‘smooth’ <
Gmc *sli-

[slick a. ‘smooth, glossy, and slippery’](al220)“smooth, glossy, sleek” ME slike < ON slikr <
Gmc *sli-

* ZBWEOBEED [ ] 3E20HBOI L _EHELAEL TV LIHEYHLbL, [Noneld=HEL bR
FLTONRWE E2ERTS. ¥, ERBOEERORFIOEDE B} 5 OFEH ¥R LEF DR Daitbe-
fore, citaboutw BB L, Fhickt “ 7 XPHOBERTHS. AR, W BRFOEBELD
bt ik, KEOFS I VKROEZOBE LS L. [i) robber/rober, guardian/warden, ii)

nay/no, snivel/snuffle]
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warble / whirl [None]

[warble v. ‘to sing with trill, runs, or other melodic embellishments’](13..)“to proclaim by
flourish of trumpets” ME werbelen < ONF werbler(=OF guerbler) ‘to sing with trills and
quavers’ < OHG webel < Gmc *hwerban ‘to turn’

[whirl v. ‘to revolve rapidly about a center or an axis’](C1290)“to move in a circle or similar
curve, to circle, circulate” ME whirlen < ON hvirfla‘to whirl’ < Gmc *hwerban

@+ 7 v XFERHE
boulevard / bulwark [None]

[boulevard n. ‘a broad city street, often tree-lined and landscaped’](1769)“a broad street,
promenade, or walk, planted with rows of trees”< F boulevart, ‘work of fortification’ < OF
bollevart ‘rampart converted to a promenade’ < MDu bolwerc ‘bulwark’ < Gmc *bul-

[bulwark n. ‘a wall or embankment raised as a defensive fortification’](c1418)“a substantial
defensive work of earth, or other material; a rampart, a fortification” ME bulwerk < MDu
bolwerc < Gmc *bul-

snack / snatch [None]

[snack v. ‘to eat a hurried or light meal’](13..)“to bite or snap; to utter or exchange
sharp, anapping words or remarks” ME snaken < MDu snacken ‘to seize, snatich’ < Gmc
*snak-

[snatch v. ‘to grasp or seize hastily, eagerly, or suddenly’](al225)“to make a sudden snap or
bit” ME snacchen, snecchen < MDu snacken < Gmc *snak-

track / trek [None]

[track n. ‘a mark succession of marks left by something that has passed’](1470-85) “the mark, or
series of marks, left by the passage of anything” ME trak < MF frac < OF track < Gmc

[treck n. ‘a long, difficult journey’](1849)“journeying or travel by ax-wagon” Afr. trek ‘travel
by ox wagon’ < Du trek < trekken ‘to travel’ < MDu trekken(rel to. OF trac) ‘to pull < Gmc

® FA vEREH
furnish / veneer [None]

[furnish v. ‘to equip with what is needed, especially to provide furniture’ ](c1477)“to accom-
plish, complete, fulfil” ME furnis(s)he, furnys(s)he < OF forniss-, furniss-(presp. stem of
Sornir, fournir) ‘to accomplish, supply’ (F fournir) < OHG frumjan < Gmc *frumjan ‘to fur-
ther’

[veneer v. ‘to overlay with a thin layer of a fine or decorative material] (1728) “to apply or fix
as veneering” Mod E vaneer, veneir(alteration of *faneering) < G furnieren‘to furnish, veneer’
< F fournir‘to supply, furnish’ < OF furnir < OHG frumjan‘to provide, further’ < Gmc
*frumjan

@ 77vAERER
@D-1 H735 v AERH
espy / spy [None]

[espy v. ‘to glimpse’](c1330)T“to act as a spy upon; to watch” ME espien < OF espier ‘to
watch’ (F épier) < Frank/OHG *spehon ‘to look out for’ < Gmec *spehon‘to examine closely’

[spy v. ‘to observe secretly with hostile intent’](c1250)“to watch in a secret or stealty manner”
ME spien, espien < OF espier‘to spy’ < Frank/OHG #*spehon < Gmc *spehon

guaranty / warranty {[Klein, BF%2#:, Barnhart]

[guaranty n. ‘an agreement by which one person assumes the responsibility of assuring payment

or fulfillment of another’s debts or obligations’](1592) “the action of an act of securing,
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warranting, or guaranteeing” Early Mod E garranty, garrantie, guarranty < OF guarantie,
garantie < Frank *warand ‘warrant’ < Gmc *war-‘to cover’

[warranty n. ‘official authorization, sanction’](1388)“an act of warrantmg ME <. ONF
warantie(=OF guarantie, garantie) < Frank *warand ‘warrant’ < Gmc *war-

guile / wile [Klein, B34k, Barnhart]

[guile n. ‘treacherous cunning’](al225) “insidious cunning, deceit, treachery” ME guile <. OF
guile < Frank =wigila ‘sorcery, witchcraft’ < Gmec *wihl- ‘wile’

[wile n. ‘a stratagem or trick intended to deceive or ensnare’](1154)“a crafty, cunning, or
deceitful trick; a sly, insidious, or underhand artifise” ME wile < ONF #*wile(=OF guile) <
Frank =*wigila < Gmc *wihl-

@2 Wwr7IVAE < A2V TERA
salon /. saloon [None]

[salon n. ‘a large room used for receiving and entertaining quests’1(1699)“a large and lofty
apartment serving as one of the principal reception rooms in a palace or other great house”
< F salon < It salone ‘hall, room’ < Gmc *sal- ‘room’

[saloon n. ‘a place where alcoholic drinks are sold and drunk’](1728)“salon’ModE
saloon (anglicized from of SALON)< F salon < It salone < Gmc *sal-

attach / attack [Klein, #F%2¢t]

[attach v. ‘to fasten’](1362)“to arrest, lay hold of, seize” ME attachen < OF attachier,
atachier ‘to tack or fasten’ (alteration of estachier, from estache ‘stake’ )< Gmc *stak-
[attack v. ‘to set upon with violent force’]1(1600)“to fasten or fall upon with force or
arms” Mod E attaque, attacque < F attaquer < It attaccare ‘to attach, join’ < OIt *esutaccare
< Gmgc *stak-

@3 H7IVARE < AFVEEE
chuck / shock [None] ;

[chuck v. ‘to throw or toss’](1583)“to give a gentle blow under the chin, so as to make the
mouth straike together” Early Mod E chock < F choquer‘to shock’ < Du schokken < Gmc

[shock v. ‘to come int contact violently, as in battle’](1576) “to come into violent contact, to
collide, clash together, esp. to encounter in the shock of battle” ME schokken <(M)F
choquer < Du schokken < Gmc

etiquette / ticket [Klein]

[etiquette n. ‘the practices and forms prescribed by social convention or by authority’ 1(1750) “the
prescribed ceremonial of a court”< F étiquette < OF estiquette ‘label, ticke' < estiquier,
estiquer ‘to stick on, attach’< MDu steken, stikken'‘to stick’ < Gmc *steken ‘to stick’

[ticket n. ‘a paper slip or card indicating that its holder has paid for or is entitled to a specified
service, right, or consideration’](1528)“a short written notice or document; a memorandum, a
note, a billet” ME tiket(aphetic form of *etiket) < MF =xetiquet ‘a little note’ < OF estiquette
< MDu steken, stikken < Gmc *steken

hale / haul [®FZe#t:]

[hale v. ‘to compel to go’](13..)“to draw or pull” ME halen, halien < OF haler‘to houl’ <
ODu halen < Gmc *halon‘to call’

[haul v. ‘to pull or drag forcibly’](1581)“to pull or draw with force or violence” ME haulen(a
different phonetic development of ME halen) < OF haler < ODu halen < Gmc *halon ‘to call’

® 77 viERh
lobby / lodge [Klein, BF72#: ]
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[lobby n. ‘a hall, or waiting room at or near the entrance to a building’](1553)1“a covered
walk, cloister(in a monastery)”< ML laubia, lobia, lobium ‘monastic cloister’ < OHG
*laubja ‘sheltered or shady place, booth, hut’ < Gmec *laubja ‘sheleter of foliage’

flodge n. ‘a cottage or cabin, used as a temporary abode orshelter’](1290)“a small house or
dwelling, esp. a temporary one; a hut or booth” ME loge, logge < OF loge, loige
‘arbour, summerhouse, hut’ < OHG =*laubja < Gmc *laubja

i) ZHEEDS b—REIAIEREORBETH VMR EEE,LLD LD
@ &/ v FEEREH
bleach / bleak [None]

[bleach v. ‘to remove the color from, as by means of chemical agents or sunlight’](c1200)“to
whiten by washing and exposure to sunlight, or by chemical processes” ME blechen < OE
bleécan ‘to bleach’ < Gmc *blaikjan < *blaik- ‘shining, white, pale’

[bleak a. ‘gloomy and somber’ ](1566)t“pale, pallid, wan” ME bleke < ON bleikr ‘pale’ < Gmc
*blaik-

drag / draw [None]

[drag v. ‘to pull along with difficulty or effort’](c1440)“to draw or pull” ME draken, drawen
< ON drage‘to draw” < Gmc *dragan‘to draw, drag on the ground’

[draw v. ‘to cause to move after or toward one by applying continuous force ](c950)“to cause
to move toward oneself by the application of force” ME drahen, drawen < OE dragan ‘to
draw, pull’ < Gmc *dragan

fleck / flitch [None]

[fleck n. ‘spot, freckle’](1598)“a blemish, freckle”< ON flekkr ‘piece of skin or flesh; spot’ <
Gme *flikkja '

[flitch n. ‘pacon’](a700)“the side of bacon ME flicche < OE flicce‘side of hog’ < Gmc
*flikkja

gnaw / nag [None]

[gnaw v. ‘to bite, chew on, or erode with the teeth’](al000)“to bite persistently so as to injure
it or remove portions of it” ME gnawen < OE gnagan‘to gnaw, bite’ < Gmc *gnagan ‘to
gnaw’ ;

[nag v. ‘to worry persistently’](1825) “to gnaw, to nibble”< Swed/Norw naga‘to gnaw’ < ON
gnaga ‘to gnaw’ < Gmc *gnagan

raise / rear [None]

[raise v. ‘to move to a hiaher position; to elevate’ 1(a1240) “to set upright” ME reisen, raisen: <
ON reisa‘to raise’ < Gmc *raizjan ‘to raise’

[rear v. ‘to care for during the early stages of life’ ](alOOO) to set up on end” ME reren <
OE rcéran‘to raise’ < Gmc *raizjan

scuffle / shove [None]

[scuffle v. ‘to fight or struggle confusedly at close quarter’](1590)“to struggle confusedly
together or with another or others” EarlyMod E skufle < ON skiifa‘to push’ < Gme
*skeuban ‘to shove’ '

[shove v. ‘to push forward or along’](a900)“to thrust away with violence” ME schuven < OE
scitfan ‘to shove’ < Gmc *skuban

shirt /- skirt [Klein, #BFZ2#k, Barnhart]
[shirt n. ‘a garment for the upper part of the body, typically having a collar, sleeves, and front
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opening’ ](a1000) “an undergarment for the upper part of the body, made of linen, calico,
flannel, silk or other” ME schirte, shirte, sherte < OE scyrte‘apron, shirt, tunic’ < Gmc
kskurtaz

[skirt n. ‘the part of a garment, such as a dress or coat, that hangs freely from the waist
down’](al300) “the lower part of a woman’s dress or gown, covering the person from the waist
downwards” ME skirte, skykrte < ON skyrta‘shirt, skirt’' < Gmc *skurtaz

@ #*35vFERR
brown / bruin [None]

[brown a. ‘any of a group of colors between red and yellow in hue that are medium to low
in lightness and low to moderate in saturation’](al000) “dusky, dark” ME broun < OE
briin ‘brown’ < Gmc *briinaz ‘bright, brown’ ;

[bruin n. ‘a bear’ ](1481)“that name of the Bear in Reynard the Fox” ME bruin <(M)Du
bruin, bruun ‘brown, name of the bear in MDu version of the fable’ < Gmc *briinaz

heathen / hoyden [None]

[heathen n. ‘the unconverted’]1(971)“applied to persons or races whose religion is neither
Christian, Jewish, nor Muslim” ME hethen < OE hcéden ‘savage < one inhabiting uncultivated
land’ < Gmc *haithinaz‘a cultivated land’

[hoyden n. ‘a high-spirited, boisterous, or saucy girl’]1(1593)1“a rude, ignorant, or awkward
fellow” EarlyMod E hoydon < Du heiden ‘heathen, boor’ < MDu heiden ‘heathen’ < Gmc
*xhaithinaz

lair / leaguer [None]

[lair n. ‘the den or dwelling of a wild animal ](c893)t“the action of fact of lying” ME
leser, leir < OE leger‘lair’ < Gmc *legraz ‘bed’

[leaguer n. ‘the camp especially of a besieging army’](1577) “a military camp, esp. one engaged
in a siege; an investing force” Mod E legher, legar, leagure < Du leger ‘lair, camp’ <  Gmgc
*legraz

school / shoal [#f3e#t ]

[school n. ‘a large group of aquatic animals, especially fish, swimming together’](c1400) “a shoal
or large numper of fish, porpoises, whales, etc. swimming together whilst feeding or
migrating) ME scole < MDu schole ‘troop, multitude’ < Gme *skulo ‘division’

‘[shoal n. ‘a large group; a crowd’](1579)“a large number of fish, porpoises, seals, whales,
etc. swimming together” ME shoale, shole < OE scolu, sceolu ‘troop, crowd’ < Gmc *skulo

wain / wagon [Klein, Barnhart]

[wain n. ‘a large open farm wagon’](c725)“a large open vehicle, drawn by horses or oxen, for
carrying heavy loads, esp. of agricultural produce” ME wain < OE waegen, waegn ‘car-
riage, wagon’ < Gmc *wagnaz ‘vehicle’

[wagon n. ‘a four-wheeled, usually horse-drawn vehicle with a large rectangular body, used for
transporting loads’](1523) “a strong four-wheeled vehicle designed for the transport of heavy
good” Early Mod. E wagan, waghen < (M)Du wagen‘a wheeled vehicle’ < Gmc *wagnaz

® 7v~-s@ERE
scrub / shrub [None]

[scrub n. ‘a straggly, stunted tree of shrub’](1398)“a low stunted tree” ME < Dan
skrub ‘brushwood’ < Gmc *skrub- ‘rough plant’

[shrub n. ‘a woody plant of relatively low height, having several stems arising from the base
and lacking a single trunk’](972)“a woody plant smaller than a tree” ME schrubbe, schrub,
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shrub < OE scrybb ‘shrubbery, underwood’ < Gmc *skrub-
@ 77 vAERER
garden / yard [#FZett]

[garden n. ‘a lot of land used for the cultivation of flowers, vegetables, herbs, or fruit’](13..)
“an enclosed piece of ground devoted to the cultivation of flowers, fruit, or vegetables” ME
gardin < ONF gardin(=OF jardin) < Frank *gardo < Gmc *gardaz

[yard n. ‘a tract of ground adjacent to, surrounding, or surrounded by a building’](al1000)“a
comparatively small uncultivated area attached to a house or other building or enclosed by it”
ME yard, yerd, yerde < OE geard ‘enclosure, a piece of land’ < Frank *gardo < Gmc
*gardaz :

guard / ward [Klein, #f%8¢L, Barnhart]

[guard v. ‘to protect from harm by or as if by watching’ ](1583) “to" keep in safe from injury
or attack” ME garden < OF guarder(< VL *wardare) < Gmc *waréon, wardon

[ward v. ‘to guard, protect’](?al035)“to guard, stand guard over” ME wardien < OE
weardian ‘to keep, guard’ < Gmc *wardon, wardon

guise / wise [Klein, #F7e4t]

[guise n. ‘outward appearance or aspect’](13..)1“manner, method, way” ME guise, gise <(O)
F guise < Gmc #*wisson ‘appearance’

[wise n. ‘method or manner of doing; way’](971)1“manner, mode, fashion, style” ME wise <
OE wise ‘manner, mode, condition’ < Gmec *wisson

paddock / park [#f%e#t]

[paddock n. ‘a fenced area, usually near a stable, used chiefly for gazing horses’](a700)t“a
fence, or hurdles, with which a space is enclosed” ME parroc <  OE pearroc‘fold, en-
closure’ < ML parricus < Gmc *parrukaz '

[park n. ‘an area of land set aside for public use’](c1260)“an enclosed tract of land held by
royal grant or prescription for keeping beasts of the chase” ME parc- < OF parc ‘preserve for
beasts of the chase’ < ML parricus < Gmc *parrukaz
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