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A Reading of Dickinson’s
“I started Early Took my Dog—":
The Motif of Death and Regeneration

Hachiro Kayashima
Department of English, Faculty of Letters,

Mukogawa women’s University, Nishinomiya 663, Japan

Dickinson’s poems are widely read all over the world now because of their strange power to
appeal to the imaginations of human beings. However, it is a fact that most of her poems are
too ambiguous and elusive not only for popular readers but even for scholars and critics clear-
ly to understand the meanings of them. The proplem is why readers are so much attracted by
her poems, notwithstanding their obscurities. The aim of this short essay is to illustrate, using
“I started Early— —Took my Dog——" as an example, how applicable the archetypal approach
is to the solution of the problem on the assumption that her poems really express the
psychological maturities and transfigurations in the utmost inwardness of human beings.
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Came out to look at me—

And Frigates—in the Upper Floor
Extended Hempem Hands—
Presuming Me to be a Mouse—
Aground—upon the Sands—

But no Man moved Me—till the Tide
Went past my simple Shoe—

And past my Apron—and my Belt
And past my Boddice—too—

And made as He would eat me up—
As wholly as a Dew

Upon a Dandelion’s Sleeve—

And then—I started —too—

And He—He followed —close behind—
I felt His Silver Heel

Upon my Ancle—Then my Shoes
Would overflow with Pearl—

Until We met the Solid Town—
No One He seemed to know-—
And bowing—with a Mighty look—
At me—The Sea withdrew—
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ity Ao AETRELT. FLARHOZLERLIELTY . Ko TR ERLTH Lr A - 2
ThDHFV AP =Y bt thiol EXBERCELT. BRCILZHLVEGOHEETHS. TH, 1t
A Y ADTERTHD, L LTIV ThHD.

U A EMERESER Lo EHRE THIE TR, FRBEchhil Te 2 0BRELD TH
B.ZOIORNLT 4 FVAVEIERLLEEZ DR, BN TEF Y A P ROWRHEREIRIGTEE



PaFy AL, HEBEESLML, BECRUL, ¥ 9 A ETEHE, e EBREBrRL bR TW5.
FY A PEOMIBEREZIMES—TH L0 WIER L E OUERER I W TERAT A LR ITFAK. #
ChEOMBERBRCL I ETHRTNA19,

S THRELTC, SROEEZEORELH- T, ==Y y v - /4 2 vk OB OBERE DS

=,

~~~~~~ BMORY U iiENEBETS, RO, ThEDOMA (F 4=V R, Ta—RY, FoY
AE8) EBRBOZEDL Y ERES L LT, BFEFORECOTUREEORELYERTS. FEEDORD
OB BA L LT LD Z E0i U pi LB O L LTEH IR TL .
oM, B, B, T, fEE EBE B, KBEroMob o bico TR BADARERO i
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