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Dan Kotowo’s Project |
:A Publishing Enterprise by an Expert on the Japanese Classics in the Meiji Era

Shuji Suga

Department of Japanese Language and Literature, School of Letters,
Mukogawa Women’s University, Nishinomiya 663-8558, Japan

Abstract

This paper discusses the modern and premodern characteristics of Dan Kotowo. Dan
Kotowo, a classical waka poet in the Meiji era, embarked on a modern publishing enterprise.
As he not only accepted printing orders but also made publishing plans and edited literary
works, he attracted attention and his business flourished in the middle and late Meiji era.
Besides he was an accomplished player of Yakumo-goto, a double-stringed zither. He con-
tributed to the way of chanting of waka accompanied by Yakumo-goto.
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